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Inclosure  No.  #1  (Report  #8-49) 


Morning  Tribune 


I METEOR  BLAZES  ACROSS  FLORIDA  SKY— A fiery  Object,  believed  to  be  a meteor,  was  seen 
by  thousands  in  Florida  Sunday  night  at  It  blazed  an  800-mile  trail  from  Key  West  to  St.  Simon’s 
Island,  Oa.  The  photograph  above  was  taken  In  Sarasota. — (AP  Wlrephoto). 
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IgA  ne?/spaper  article  appeared  in  the  ?anpa  I'orning  Tribune  of  Tanpa,  Florida 

on  l!onday,  6 June  1949  concerning  an  unidentified  flying  object.  It  is  fonrarcod 

because  certain  conclusions  reached  in  it  are  not  concurred  v/itl:  by  a nunber  of 

^ili'tary  personnel  stationed  at  '!acDill  Air  Force  Base,  v/hose  observations  ftro 

forwarded  on  aoconpanying  Air  Force  Foms  112. 

• 

2.  To  assist  further  analysis  of  this  phononenon,  vmather  ceniitions  v;^re 
as  follo’vs  at  0130Z,  6 June  1049:  15  r.ilcs  visibility;  tonpornture  74®;  d'^v; 

point  75°;  surface  wind  west  at  9 ’"PH;  altiroter  sotting,  20.36  inches;  soc. 
level  oressure  1011.2  r.illibars. 


3.  ‘Vlnds  aloft:  local  at  35,000  ft,  290  at  30  Wiots.  Jaclcscrv' 1 lo,  Florida, 

45,000  feet,  320°  to  330°  at  30  knots.  'Vinds  above  those  altitudes  unrooordotl. 


4.  Above  weather  conditions  wore  obtained  fron  the  i aoDill  '.Veathrr  Station. 
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(Artiole  From  Tar.pa  Morning  T^lb^me,  Tampa,  rlorida,  6 Juno  1049) 

s!.:oKE-rbMLriiG  sauis  sky  over  state 

A fiery  object,  believed  by  s^e  authorities  to  be  a meteor,  was  si.^hted 
tonight  high  in  the  sky  over  Florida* 

The  object  was  obaorvod  over  an  area  roughly  800  niles  long,  from  Key  l.'est 
to  St*  Simon's  Island,  Ga* 

MacDill  Field  said  it  vms  out  of  the  ran-e  of  present  aircraft  and  apparently 
was  a meteor*  '.Vatchers  reported  It  trailed  a long,  Ivcr.inous  tail  and  disappoarod 
over  the  horiton  in  the  vioinity  of  Cedar  Keys,  north  of  Tampa. 

It  also  vtB.B  seen  at  '!lami,  Orlando,  Ocala,  Da^’tona  Beach,  Jacksonville  a:id 
Femandina*  Pilots  of  aircraft  over  Florida  also  saw  it* 

Donald  Trlvett  and  E*  L*  Ralston,  on  duty  at  the  Ilavy  master  field  at  Miami, 
said  it  v/as  a "ball  of  fire*" 

"It  was  fairly  low  and  I saw  it  with  the  glasses,"  Ralston  said*  "It  nos 
traveling  in  a straight  line  and  went  behind  a bank  of  clouds  in  the  nort'x’ost* 
"The  trail  v/as  a sort  of  *Z*  shape*  It  looked  like  white  anoke  and  2og;;od 
but  did  not  dissipate,  Te  saw  it  for  about  25  minutes*" 

Ralston  said  it  vTas  too  large  to  bo  a -ulded  missile,  as  sore  tl'.onrised, 
and  added  he  was  positive  it  vmg  a meteor* 

'"*  H,  Davis  and  P*  L,  l.toore,  two  forecasters  on  duty  at  the  !'ior.i  >ather 
Bureau,  said  it  was  "very  brilliant  and  somewhat  smaller  than  a TjH  noon." 

That  description  tallied  with  the  one  given  by  Ralston.  .Gavls  and  "ooro 
also  believed  it  was  a meteor  and  said  the  tail  "drifted  about  at  high  altitu 

"It  lit  up  the  sky  to  the  northwest  and  fell  vertically,  leaving  a lir.ln  -s, 
weaving  trail,"  they  said* 

The  phenomenon  resulted  in  hundreds  of  queries  to  v/eathor  stotiorjs,  police 
and  nev/spapors  throughout  the  state* 

The  fiery  object  v/as  seen  plainly  in  T{xr:pa  shortly  before  8 o'clock, 
and  from  the  downtorm  section  appeared  to  bo  over  Drer/  Field* 

At  Drew  Field,  however,  it  was  reported  farther  nort!iV/ost,  over  Dimodin*  But 
at  Dunedin  it  was  seen  about  10  miles  out  over  the  Gulf* 

Observers  hero  first  took  the  sight  to  bo  a falling  plane,  particularly  sir.co 
it  left  a trail  of  white  smoke  like  that  of  a sl:y  writer  which  hung  in  the  sly 
past  darkness* 

Trail  Stays 


In  Tampa  there  was  a flash  just  after  the  sun  had  dipped  beloiv  the  horizon,  then 
the  trail  that  appeared  to  be  vertical  but  soon  flattened  out  to  be  a horizontal 
line,  seeming  about  25  to  30  feet  long  to  the  eye  from  the  ground* 

Tlien  the  switchboard  of  the  Tribune  was  swar.ped* 

Clsanrater  was  experiencing  the  saxie  wonderment*  So  was  St*  Petersburg, 

Fort  l^rs,  liiaol,  Jacksonville,  Brunswick,  Ca«,  Ocala,  and  other  cities* 

The  Tampa  Heather  Bureau  said  the  object  appeared  to  bo  a meteor,  but  observers 
hero  oould  not  account  for  a gaseous  or  vapor  trail,  racDlll  Air  Force  Base 
observers  said  the  phenomenon  apparently  was  in  the  area  of  Cedar  Keys,  and 
sighted  at  such  distance  that  the  "tail"  was  SO  or  60  miles  long* 

The  Coast  Gmrd  et  St*  Petersburg  put  up  two  airplanes,  but  diverted  them 
shortly  afterwards  to  investigate  reports  of  a ship  in  distress  eight  niles  west 
of  Big  Pass* 

Residents  at  Fort  Myers  said  the  object  was  sighted  in  the  sky  northwest  of 
that  city  and  Daytona  Beach  said  a "cloud  of  smoko  or  sotiethlng  in  the  sky  .looked^v''  '' 
like  the  figure  *2'  for  a few  minutes  after  a flash.l^^vNGTlAOKU  Al 
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(Article  froin  Tanpa  liorr.inc  Trlbime,  Tu-npa,  Florida,  C Juno  1949) (CoMtlnuod) 

. ‘.Teather  obsonrers  hod  no  theory  other  than  it  may  have  boon  a notooribo  .vlbh 
a tail  formed  by  nlllions  of  tiny  particles* 

The  Florida  highway  patrol  also  liad  reported  of  the  object  being  sijjhtod 
near  Femandina  end  Ocala,  The  Civil  Aeronautics  Adninistration  said  several 
pilots  reported  seeing  the  object  from  planes  as  far  north  as  Bnmir.vick,  Ga, 

A similar  but  smaller  phonotnenon  appeared  over  Florida  a few  weeks  ago,  but 
loft  no  trail.  At  that  time  the  phenomenon  led  to  reports  of  a plane  crash  in 
the  3'/erglades,  but  it  was  finally  written  off  as  a siiootlng  star* 
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Air  Intellijonce  Pequiror.ento  Mer.orandun  ;-4,  15  Feb  49 


SUMMARY:  {EnUremeiM  roffmisrf  tV^FperC.  Oivr  tifnl/lcftia  in  finnt  pornfrupk.  LiM  ineiowret  e iciter  Uft.  UH  efrrfmt  <m  A F Fotm  m^Pvt  //.) 


1.  At  approxlnately  0054Z  hours  6 June  1949^^mHHIBhoticed  a trail 
of  white  snoke  in  the  nortlnvoat  quadrant  of  the  s^^frorn?is  location  in  the 
oontrol  tower  of  the  International  Airport,  Tampa,  Florida#  Object  apparently 
causing  snoke  appeared  to  be  Going  in  a westerly  direction  and  aeoned  to  i:.'‘ir..-'.nat 
to  be  located  approximately  over  the  city  of  Dunedin,  Florida,  From  tho  design  of 
the  trail  of  smoke  informant  thought  the  an’oke  was  caused  b*  a falling  aircraft# 
Direction  of  trail  of  snoke  waa  straight  dorm#  Actual  object  causing  sr.ok'r -trail 
was  not  soar,  by  this  informant#  Phenontnon  v;as  witnossed  by  informant  about 
forty  (40)  minutes,  when  darlmess  precluded  further  observation#  Informant 
expressed  his  opinion  that  the  phenonenon  he  obser'o*!  could  not  hsnve  been  a 
meteor,  reGarclless  of  stn  ;ements  appearing  in  a local  Tanna  nwsoapor, 
cited  certain  "authorities’*  as  identifying  the  phenomenon  as  a netoor# 


2#  Follcr.Ting  data  is  relative  to  tho  observer#  l'r« 

^^BHBB*PAvenue,  is  Air  Traffic  Control  Operator  at  International  Aiipior^., 
Tampa,  Florida  (located  west  of  Drew  Field,  Florida)#  is  ru:  ar/iteur  pilot  uf 
four  (4)  years  experience#  It  is  believed  that  subject  is  roliahle  with  avera-^e 
Intelllgenoe, 
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900  Act 


Capt,  U3/.F 


AtfPAAtO  IT 

ALSr^.TIDIiP.  !T.  3EB2?TIN,  Capt,  USjIF 

MOTACHCis  (CMr«<  numbtr,  4irfdirt,  pftfi9u*  ft  port.  He'.  u~4pp/mf>Ui 

Air  Intelligence  !?equirenenta  '!emorandum  H,  15  reb  49 

SUMMARY:  {KfUfr  eontUe  iumm^n  of  rtp^.  Oiff  eifnifkvue  finot  vnf'Hntmu  portfrap*.  LiH  inelotum  m lower  Itfi.  fU$tn  Ifrtofrrpm  m AF  fbrm  tii—Fm  //.) 

ixinately  01002  hours  6 June  1949  a phonoFienon  v;as  observed  by  ..-iptain 
vrho  was  located  about  two  niles  north  of  I^acDlll  Air  Force  Base, 
Florida*  The  phenomenon  observed  by  hii:i  v/as  located  at  a high  altitude  in  the 
quadrant  of  sky  northwest  of  Tampa,  Florida,  and  appeared  to  bo  located  about 
twenty  (20)  miles  northwest  of  Tampa,  A spiral  condensation  trail  ooverinfj  a 
large  sector  of  the  sky  is  infonnant*s  best  description  of  phencr.onon.  The 
pattern  formed  did  not  appear  to  bo  regular,  or  in  informant's  -.Tords  "pre-leter- 
Imined",  nor  did  all  the  action  seam  to  infoirant  to  take  place  at  one  altit*;Ie 


y level,  A.  definite  reflootion,  similar  to  that  from  a mirror,  flashed  fra',  u 
‘ newly-formed  sector  of  t\\e  trail  for  an  inst.a^t.  During  the  period  of  t-.vili^-jt 
and  within  two  mimrtes  following  the  reflection  noted  above  a bright  flash. 
Illuminating  the  entiro  sky,  occurred,  Altitu'^e  of  phenomena  vms  estimated  .c  be 
about  40,000  feet.  Angle  of  elevation  from  horizon  v;as  about  forty-five  ( »C; 
degrees.  Tima  in  sight:  eight  (6)  minutes*  Object  v/hlch  "flashed"  like  mirror 
appeared  to  be  about  one  inch  in  diameter  from  position  of  observer*  The  o'  joct 
appeared  to  be  spinning  or  spiraling  towards  the  earth.  Trail,  composed  of  ..;iat 
appeared  to  be  "smoke"  was  white,  J.'Anner  of  disappearance:  vfhen  the  flash  of 
light  brightened  the  sky  object  was  not  again  soon.  Point  of  apparent  disupfoar- 
once  was  about  fifteen  (15)  degrees  above  the  horison. 


ir.g 


2*  The  following  information  is  relative  to  the  observer#  Captain 

[eadquarters  it  Headquarters  Squadron,  307th  Bombardno::! 

I'ediun,  KaoDlll  Air  Foroe  Base,  Florida,  Rome  Address: 

Tampa,  Florida*  CaptainrfHUPKs  307th  Bombardment  Ting  Training  Cfficor, 
is  a navigator  of  eight  j'wars  experience*  His  ability  to  determine  color, 
speed  of  moving  objects,  and  size  at  a distance  is  considered  good.  It  is  boliovod 
subject  informant  Is  ccnpleteiy  reliable,  with  above  average  intelligence,  and  of 
stable  character. 


APPROVED : 


ALEXAHD2R  II,  BEBEIIIN 

Captain,  USAF 

Wing  Intelligence  Officer 


nsTwamoM  tr  owsmutok 


CG,  AHC 
CG,  SAC 
CG,  15AF 
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A T®£1  I-illtary  Aircrew  r>embers  of  3C7th  Bm  Gp 


Air  Intelligence  nequlrements  Llencr&.-.diX'-..  No.  4 


SUMMARY:  (6Ytf«r  eonei$e  mmmvf  Gm«  hfR^AfRRCf  ta  pir«#rffpA.  LiH  htdonree  M twicer  trfi.  lari  of  report  m A f Form  I !$—  Pmt  //.) 

1.  19:45  hours  5 June  1949  at  Tampa,  Fla  an  unidentified  object  traveling 
from  S.E.  to  N.Vf.  at  a very  high  rate  of  speed  v;as  observed  by  Aircrew  personnel 
of  the  307th  Bm  Gp.  This  object  was  etaitting  white  smoke  and/or  vapor  trail  which 
indicated  its  flight  path  was  horlzonal  but  very  erratic  in  direction.  It  made  a 

arge  "Z"  turn  on  course  and  then  faded  from  view.  The  trail  was  visable  for  about 
0 minutes. 

2.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  officer  that  this  object  was  not  a meteor  due  to 
its  erratic  course. 

3.  All  of  the  information  contained  in  this  report  is  indorsed  by  the  ten  ;10) 
eyewittness  interviev/ed.  All  ten  (10)  wittness  are  Aircrew  members  of  the  3C7th 
Bm  Gp. 

4.  The  significance  of  this  report  is  urJcnovm. 


APPROVED I 


ALEXAIIDER  N.  BEBEIIir: 

Captain,  USAF 

771ng  Intelligence  Officer 


was. 


!•  Newspaper  photograph 


MsmarriM  iv  owcimton 


1 Copy  CG  AJ4C,  ATTN:  UCIAXO-3 
1 Copy  CG  15th  AF  ATTN:  A2,  for  Info. 

1 Copy  CG  SAC,  ATTN:  A2,  for  Info, 

Pm  •■•/ing.  ATTN:  A2.  for  file 
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19:45  houre  5 June  1949  at  Tampa,  Fla  from  an  unidentified  source  a 
long  8ig-2ag  trail  of  smoke  and/or  vapor  trail  was  observed  by  crew  members  of 
the  307th  3m  op  I'ed. 

The  observers  were  on  the  ground. 

The  direction  was  Northwest  of  Tampi,  Fla. 

There  was  one  object  sighted. 

The  local  newspaper,  Tampa  Morning  Tribune,  reported  the  object  was  believed 
te  be  a meteor  but  this  is  debatable. 

The  distance  of  the  object  from  the  observers  is  unknown  but  estimated  to 
be  35  to  50  miles. 

The  object  is  reported  to  have  been  seen  by  observers  unknown  from  as  far 
South  as  Key  '.Test  to  as  far  North  as  St  Siiuon's  Island,  Ga. 

The  angle  of  elevation  in  the  sky  from  Tanpa  was  about  30  degrees.  The 
altitude  unknown  but  thought  to  be  very  high.  (One  Capitol  Airline  filot  reported 
seeing  this  object  pass  him  at  about  50,COO  feet  altitude  while  he  was  flyine^  '^t 
10,000  feet.  This  unknown  pilot  reported  its  speed  as  tremendous.) 

The  vapor  or  smoke  trail  was  visable  for  25  to  30  minutes.  The  object  itself 
was  visable  for  about  5 to  10  minutes. 

The  object  appeared  to  be  round  ball  of  red  fire  emitting  white  smoke.  It 
appeared  to  be  about  the  size  of  a big  star. 

It  maintained  level  flight  with  an  erratic  course  making  a "Z"  type  turn  on 
course.  The  direction  of  flight  was  west  north  west. 

The  color  of  the  smoke  was  white. 

The  trail  of  smoke  appeared  about  1000  feet  wide  and  several  miles  long,  . aybe 
35  miles. 

There  was  ne  odor.  The  rate  of  evaporation  was  slow.  There  was  no  sound. 

There  were  no  clouds. 

There  was  no  emitted  light.  The  object  Just  appeared  to  be  on  fire,  burning 
with  a red  glow. 


There  was  no  visable  means  of  support 
Propulsion  unknown. 

Control  unknowB. 

Air  duets  unknown. 
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